
The Founding of St. Louis Catholic School  
 

 
St. Louis’ parish center, Concordia Hall, was remodeled in 1929 to serve as the new school building. 

 

In 1929, Bishop Tihen of the Diocese of Denver issued an order to the parishes of the diocese to open a 

school, for ―neither spiritually nor materially will a parish grow and prosper if it has no school.‖ By 1931 the Diocese of 

Denver included 49 Catholic schools. Among the new schools was St. Louis Catholic School in Englewood.  

 

The St. Louis parish was founded in 1911 under Father Louis Hagus, the first native Coloradoan to be ordained to the 

Denver diocesan priesthood. Masses were first held in Bivens’ Hall on Broadway, before moving to the more dignified 

chambers of William J. Broad’s undertaking parlor. Later a building at 3345 S. Broadway was rented for Sunday Mass. 

 

The cornerstone of the present church was laid in on June 22, 1912 and on October 5, 1913 the new 

church was dedicated. A few years later, in 1917, two sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet were engaged 

to teach catechism on Sundays. With volunteer labor and the help of parishioners, a hall for recreational purposes, 

Concordia Hall, was erected in the 1920s. This became the site of St. Louis Catholic School when it opened with four 

grades and 90 youngsters in the fall of 1929. The school was taught and administered by the Sisters of St. Joseph. Each 

year, another grade was added to the school curriculum until the full eight-year course was available.  

 

As enrollment grew, Father Joseph O’Heron, pastor from 

1929 until his death in 1956, bought neighboring houses and 

converted them into classrooms. This ramshackle collection of 

classroom facilities lasted until 1949, when the current brick 

school building was dedicated. Built at a cost of $172,000, the 

two-story structure contained ten classrooms, a library, music 

room, cafeteria, offices and the kindergarten. At its peak in the 

1960s, St. Louis School had eleven sisters, and six lay 

teachers instructing over 600 students. 

  

 
 

The William C. Cline parish hall was built in 1964 and named for a parishioner who had served as an acolyte at St. Louis 

from 1911 to 1983. He was alleged to have been ―the world’s oldest altar boy.‖ 
 

The class of 1935 were among the first students to 

graduate from 8th grade at St. Louis. 

 

Monsignor O’Heron greets students in front 

of the new school building in 1952.  

 



The Sisters of St Joseph of Carondolet 

 
From 1929 to 1974, the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet were the heart and soul of St. Louis Catholic School. 

 
Looking back at the history of the Catholic Church in Colorado, enormous credit must be given to the many religious 

Sisters whose work transformed the state. The theme of the religious orders in the 1800s could well have been: ―Become a 

Sister and see the world. Be all you can be.‖ Members of the religious orders were fanning out from bases in Europe 

throughout the Americas. 

 

The order of the Sisters of St. Joseph was founded in 1650 in France. In 1836, 

members were sent to Carondelet, a suburb of St. Louis, Missouri, to do 

missionary work. In 1876, Bishop Joseph Machebeuf stopped by their 

Missouri motherhouse. He may have been attracted to the order because of its 

French origins, having come from France himself in 1839 as a young 

missionary. In 1860, however, Father Machebeuf had been assigned a new 

parish – all of what is now Colorado and Utah. He was consecrated bishop of 

the region in 1868 but to his relief, his huge vicariate was cut in half in 1871 

when Utah was transferred to the San Francisco archdiocese. Bishop 

Machebeuf implored the sisters to help him with schools and hospitals in 

Central City, Georgetown and Denver, and they answered his call. 

 

Three Sisters arrived at the end of 1976 in the raucous mining town of Central 

City. With no salaries and only what food and firewood people gave them, the 

Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet persevered to establish Central City’s St. 

Aloysius Academy and later St. Joseph Hospital in Georgetown in 1880. 

Ultimately, they would found Catholic schools and hospitals in Central City, 

Georgetown, Breckenridge, Durango, Leadville, and Ouray. In 1883, members 

of the Sisters of St. Joseph Carondelet arrived in Denver at midnight after a 

freak snowstorm delayed their train trip. They finally reached their beds - 

mattresses set on the floor of St. Patrick Church - around 3 a.m. The next 

morning, women of the parish reportedly arrived to greet them and drop off 

children for the ―Sisters School.‖  

 

The Sisters of St. Joseph were teaching catechism at St. Louis parish when the 

decision was made to open a school, and the order was asked to take on the new 

school. The first sisters to teach at St. Louis were Sister Teresa Agnes and Sister 

Mary Bernard. Together they taught some 90 pupils in four grades the first year. 

Over the next 45 years, more than 30 Sisters of St. Joseph would teach at St. 

Louis. The remarkable women of St. Joseph and other religious orders traveled 

the length and width of the new diocese, founding and administering charitable 

and educational organizations that still impact our state and community today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to Colorado Catholicism and the Archdiocese of Denver 1857-1989 by 

Thomas J. Noel for the information in this article. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sister Teresa Agnes was one of two 

Sisters of St. Joseph who opened St. 

Louis School in 1929. She became 

Superior of the school and oversaw its 

growth to more than 600 students. This 

picture was taken in 1951, when the 

student population numbered 550. 

Two of the Sisters of St. Joseph appear 

in this photograph from 1962. 



The 1970’s Bring Changes to St. Louis Catholic School 
 

1973 was a landmark year for St. Louis. With the departure of the Sisters of St. Joseph, there was considerable 

concern over whether the school could continue. Monsignor Bernard Cullen, who had taken over St. Louis Parish at the 

death of Monsignor O’Heron, was determined that it would. To ensure that continuity, he enlisted the aid of Virginia 

Vobejda, who became St. Louis’ first lay principal.  

 

Virginia is widely credited as being one of the most influential forces of St. Louis’s transition to a Catholic school led by 

lay faculty. The mother of five St. Louis graduates, whose first son started at St. Louis in 1949, she had served for 

many years as a member of the Parent Teacher Association (the predecessor of today’s Home & School) including 

president for two terms. When her youngest headed off to school, Virginia decided staying home with the dog just 

wasn’t her style.  

 

Prior to marrying and raising her family, she had attended a teachers’ college in South Dakota and taught school. Now she 

headed to CU Denver for a master’s in student counseling and then joined the St. Louis lay staff as a 3rd grade teacher for 

two years before moving on to 5
th
 grade and later social studies teacher for grades 5 through 8. ―We had such a wonderful 

ay faculty at the time the Sisters had to leave,‖ explains Virginia. ―We were all so in love with St. Louis School and there 

were children here that we were so close to that we couldn’t bear the thought of them closing the school just wham.‖  

 

With the support of Monsignor Cullen, the parish and the 

parents, the lay teachers stepped up to the challenge. 

Under Virginia Vobejda’s leadership, they continued St. 

Louis’ long-standing tradition of academic excellence 

and a faith-based education. Virginia would be followed 

as principal by Fern Colebank, 1981-1983; Mary Ruehle, 

1984-1992; and St. Louis’ current principal, Pattie 

Hagen, who took the reins in 1993.  

 

 
Fern Colebank -- who began teaching in 1970 and would 

spend her next 26 years at St. Louis, including a brief stint as 

principal -- still remembers thinking she would stay a few 

years and then go for better money in the public school 

system. After all, she explains, she wasn’t even Catholic. ―After a year or two, there was no way I could leave such a 

loving, caring situation. I loved going to work. We knew the kids. We cared for them above all. We had the support of the 

parents, and although it sounds like a cliché, we were one big happy family. I still have a very proprietary feeling about 

that place.‖ 

 

Looking back over 75 years, it has been the teachers and principals, with their focus on a child-centered educational 

process, who have made St. Louis an outstanding experience for so many youth. To them go our thanks and heartfelt 

appreciation for a job exceptionally well done! 

 

 

 

This photograph from a 1970’s educational workshop 

shows Monsignor Cullen in the back row, next to St. 

Louis vice principal Ed Caruso. Principal Virginia 

Vobejda is on the far left in the front row with Orlinda 

Montoya directly to her right. 

Mrs. Mary Ruehle, standing to the left in this 1979- 

1980 7th grade class photo, would become 

principal of St. Louis from 1984 to 1992. 



 

From PTA to Home & School 
 

The first classes had no sooner begun at the brand new St. Louis Catholic School when the first parent-teacher 

organization was formed. On October 9, 1929, Mrs. Patricia Bald called the new organization to order. Over the following 

75 years, this affiliation of parents and teachers would strengthen the school financially and physically. The ladies of the  

PTA staffed the early cafeteria, providing nickel lunches (free to those who could not pay), held health clinics, planned 

and conducted field trips for the classes, oversaw extracurricular activities and raised funds for the school. Thanks to their 

efforts, St. Louis was able to continue tuition free for many years. Even in the early 1970s, after the Sisters of St. Joseph 

left, tuition was a modest $50 for in-parish students. 

 

 
 

During the 1960s, a disagreement with the National Parent 

Teachers Association led to a new name for the St. Louis 

organization which continues today – Home & School. Bake 

sales, food showers for the Sisters of St. Joseph, and of course, 

the Jamboree, were annual activities from the early days of the 

school. Newspaper clippings report the PTA helping to pay to 

blacktop the school playground and purchasing new record 

players and records for all the school rooms. The members also 

contributed encyclopedias, paid for new carpeting and 

refurbishing of the school over the years and much, much more. 

That tradition of financial support for the school continues today. 

The fund raising efforts of Home & School—which include the 

annual Jamboree, candy sales, family donations, Sports Boosters, 

the Book Fair, garage sale and other special activities, contribute 

more than $20,000 to St. Louis each year. This is funding beyond 

that provided by bingo, which accounts for another $30,000 

annually. In the summer of 2004 and again in the fall of 2010, 

Home & School made a major contribution to St. Louis’ 

technology assets with the purchase of new computer equipment 

for the school.  
 

Equally important has been the involvement of the Home & School members in supporting school activities. When fewer 

families had two working parents, mothers were a regular supplement to the teaching staff – a benefit that was greatly 

appreciated when the average class size was in excess of 50 pupils. After-school sports and other activities were possible 

thanks to parental involvement in years past and today. Under the leadership of the PTA, St. Louis’ boys choir, the St. 

Louis Gregorians, were 1
st
 place winners of the Catholic Parent Teacher League competition and on television several 

times. PTA members donated bookshelves as well as books to the library, contributed playground equipment and helped 

supervise the safety patrol and the parish Boy and Girl Scout troops. In more recent years, they helped install the new 

playground to the south of the school and assisted with improvements to the school facilities. 

25 years of PTA Presidents are shown in 

this picture from 1956, including Mrs. 

Patricia Bald, who headed the PTA in 

1929. Front row, left to right, Mrs. Bald, 

Mrs. Catherine Pytlinski, Mrs. Edith 

Alexander, Monsignor O’Heron, Mrs. Ann 

Arend, Mrs. Edna Taylor, and Mrs. 

Blossom Young. Back row, Mrs. Ione 

Michaud, Mrs. Dorothea Glenn, Mrs. 

Harry Krumholz, Mrs. Alice Van 

Swearingen, Mrs. Florence Roach, Mrs. 

Sally Otto, Mrs.Eleanor Abbey, Mrs. 

Lorraine Bach, Mrs. Lorrain Aymami and 

Mrs. Esther Tillman. 

1955 installation of new PTA officers. From left to right, 

Mrs. Walter Knodel, Correspondence Secretary; Mrs. 

Harry Krumholz,Recording Secretary; Mrs. William 

Potter, 1st Vice President; Mrs. Horace Crowfoot, 

President; Mrs. Gerald Pool, 2
nd

 Vice President; 

Monsignor O’Heron, 3rd Vice President; Mrs. Richard 

Sullivan, Historian and Mrs. Jack Younkin, Treasurer. 



75 Years of Sports at St Louis Catholic School 
 
At St. Louis Catholic School, sports have always been considered part of the educational process – from promoting 

teamwork to helping youth gain self-confidence from hitting a volleyball over the net to successfully defending the home 

goal. Knowing that your teammates are depending on you is an important part of developing a sense of responsibility and 

community. In the late 1960s, when enrollment was at its height, St. Louis fielded teams in football, baseball, basketball 

and volleyball. Altogether, the Catholic schools in the area had more than 60 teams at the junior varsity level and some 

50+ varsity teams. The trophies on display today at the school are just some of the many St. Louis students have won over 

the past 75 years.  

 

Naturally, you can’t have football without cheerleaders and a 

pep squad. In 1975, the St. Louis cheerleaders captured the 

City Championship while the pep club was number one 

among the Catholic schools in 1974. Insurance costs started 

skyrocketing in the 1970s as the players kept getting bigger, 

the equipment more expensive and the injuries more serious. 

In 1981, the Catholic football league was disbanded and St. 

Louis energies turned to the courts. With the help of some 

great coaches, the St. Louis’ girls volleyball team was a 

powerhouse for many years, recently dominating the varsity 

courts from 1989 through 1993 and again in 1995. The junior 

varsity team led the league from 1992 to 2002. The boys 

were part of the volleyball action, as well, competing in an all-

boys league where both the Widgets and Junior Varsity 

won City Championships. In 1992, the boys lost only one 

game all year.  
 

Even prior to the construction of Cline Hall, both the boys’ and girls’ St. Louis 

basketball teams were a competitive force. And the tradition continues today 

with the 2003-2004 boys Widgets team taking first place and the Junior Varsity 

boys capturing City Championship. Among the school’s graduates in the late 

1960s was Scott Wedman, an NBA player from 1974 to 1987. The Celtics won 

two championships when Scott played with the team (in 1984 and 1986) and 

the 1986 Celtic team is known as one of the top 10 NBA teams of all time. 

Scott also played with the Cleveland Cavaliers (1981- 1983) and the Kansas 

City Kings (1974-1987). He is currently head coach of the Kansas City Knights 

of the ABA. Another St. Louis graduate, Tom Tholen, is president of the 

Knights!  

 

 

 
 

Ted Tholen graduated from St. Louis in 1975, and returned in 1984 as Athletic Director.  With 

the help of parents, Ted  launched the St. Louis Sports Boosters’ Club in 1986, which has played 

a tremendous role in funding improvements to the school’s athletic facilities, team uniforms and 

equipment. With Frank Stack of St. Bernadette, Ted founded the Widget Basketball League, an 

instructional league for 3
rd
 & 4

th
 graders. What makes it all worthwhile, Ted always said, is that 

memorable moment when a child makes his or her first basket or point, and their eyes light up 

with the knowledge that they can do it. ―When the smile goes from ear to ear, you’ve made a 

difference.‖  
 

Ted Tholen was the Athletic Director at St. Louis Catholic School from 1984 - 2005. He died on 

June 16, 2005. On November 20, 2005, the gymnasium in Cline Hall was dedicated to Ted for 

his commitment to youth sports at St. Louis School and throughout Colorado. His family has 

established a memorial fund in his name which is used to assist students & schools who are 

unable to pay athletic fees. 

 

In 1972, the 6th grade football team won the Catholic 

Schools City Championship, and went on to repeat the win 

in 1974 — shown above — as 8th graders. 

St. Louis boys’ volleyball team in 1993-

1994. Ted Tholen was the coach. 

Sitting next to Ted 

in 1995 is Katie  

Schleufer, a girls' 

volleyball coach in 

2004. 



St. Louis Catholic School Through the Years 
 

Prior to the founding of St. Louis parish, the closest Catholic church was St. Frances de Sales, founded in 1892 at 300 S. 

Sherman St. In 1926, St. Vincent De Paul opened at University and Arizona Avenue. A new Catholic church would not 

open in the area until 1947 when Our Lady of Lourdes was founded at 200 S. Logan Street. With St. Louis as the primary 

Catholic church and school in Englewood and the southwest community, enrollment boomed. In 1942, the parish included 

an estimated 500 families. The school could only accommodate 220 students and was turning away applicants. Parish 

leaders decided it was time to step forward and establish a campaign to raise $50,000 for a new school to be built at the 

conclusion of the Second World War. Titled the ―Victory in ’44 Club,‖ the appeal went out to every adult and 

wage-earning minor in the congregation to help out.  

 

The new, entirely modern and fireproof building was completed in 1949 at a cost of $172,000. Among its ―outstanding 

features‖ were an intercommunications system, fire alarms and a ventilation system. That fall, a record 84 first graders 

signed up. Thanks to the efforts of the Sisters of St. Joseph, a strong parent teacher organization and staunch support from 

the parish, St. Louis Catholic School had operated since its founding without charging tuition. Support for the school 

came from a free will offering made regularly by all parishioners willing to help. The school continued tuition-free into 

the 1960s until increasing costs and the declining number of Sisters available to teach put too much pressure on the parish 

to continue to absorb all costs. At its peak, 640 students from kindergarten through 8th grade filled St. Louis Catholic 

School to capacity.  

 

 
 

The growth of the Catholic community in the southwest 

metro area, however, was causing the formation of other 

parishes and with those parishes eventually came more 

Catholic schools, lowering enrollment at St. Louis School. 

In 1951, St. Mary’s in Littleton opened its school. The 

following year Most Precious Blood was founded, followed 

by All Souls in 1954, and Notre Dame in 1957. All three 

would open Catholic schools within the next few years.  

 

 

 

By the mid-1960's, the U.S. Catholic school system reached an all-

time high of 4.5 million elementary school pupils, with about 1 

million students in Catholic high schools. Four decades later, total 

elementary and secondary enrollment is 2.6 million. Although the 

strong commitment by church and lay leaders alike to Catholic 

education remains constant, changing demographics have had a major 

impact on enrollment. Many schools are now in older urban areas 

without a nearby Catholic youth population to support them. There is 

also added strain on Church resources. Multiple ministries now stretch 

the limits of staff, funds, and space once marshaled almost exclusively 

behind Catholic schools.  

 

Catholic schools continue to be a gift to the church, a gift to the nation, 

and a gift to the students who are able to attend them.  

First Communion celebrants in 1954. 

St. Louis even had a marching band! 

Knights of the Altar 


