The Founding of St. Louis Catholic School
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St. Louis’ parish center, Concordia Hall, was remodeled in 1929 to serve as the new school building.

In 1929, Bishop Tihen of the Diocese of Denver issued an order to the parishes of the diocese to open a
school, for —meither spiritually nor materially wil!/|
Denver included 49 Catholic schools. Among the new schools was St. Louis Catholic School in Englewood.

The St. Louis parish wasdaded in 1911 under Father Louis Hagus, the first native Coloradoan to be ordained to the
Denver diocesan priesthood. Masses were first held i1
chambers of Will i am J LateBarbulding at 83452 Braadwiayawas rented fpr Suntlag viass.

The cornerstone of the present church was la@hidune 22, 1912 and on October 5, 1913 the new

church was dedicated. A few years later, in 194/@,sisters of St. Joseph of Carondeletevengaged

to teach catechism on Sunday#ith volunteer labor and the help of parishionarball for recreational purposes,
Concordia Hallwas erected in the 1920s. This became the s, dfouis Catholic School when it opened witlr
grades an@0 youngsters in the fall of 192Bhe school was taught and administered bySisters of St. Joseph. Each
year, another gradeas added to the school curriculum until the &ightyear course was available.

As enrol |l ment gr e w,pasteriomher
1929 until his death in 1956, bougidighboring houses and
converted them into classroond$is ramshackle collection o
classroonfacilities lasted until 1949, when the current brick
school building wasledicatedBuilt at a cost 0$172,0@, the
two-storystructure contained teslassrooms, a librarynusic
room, cafeteriagffices and the kindergarteAt its peak inthe
1960s, St. LouiSchool had eleven sistess)d six lay
teachersnstructing over 608tudents.
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The class of 1935 were among the first students to
graduate from 8th grade at St. Louis.

Monsignor O Heron greets students in front
of the new school building in 1952.

The William C. Cline parish hall was built in 19684d named for a parishioner who had serveahasolyte at St. Louis
from 1911t0 1983. Hewas| | eged t o have been —the world’s oldest



The Sisters of St Joseph of Carondolet

From 1929 to 1974, the Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet were the heart and soul of Stdathddic School.

Looking back at the history of the CathaGtwurch in Colorado, enormous credit musgbesn to the many religious

Sisters whose workkansformed the state. The theme of thereligmusd er s i n the 1800s cauld
Sister and see¢tworld. Beallyoucab e . I Member s of t he roetframgasesuinsEurope d er s
throughout theAmericas.

The order of the Sisters of St. Joseph feasded in 1650 in France. In 1836,
membersavere sent to Carondelet, a suburb of SuisgMissouri, to do
missionary workln 1876, Bishop Joseph Machebeuf stoppethbir

Missouri motherhouse. He may have ba#racted to the order because of its
French originshaving come from France himself in 1889a young
missionary. In 186thowever, FatheMachebeuf had been assigned a new
parish—all of what is now Colorado and Utah. He was consecigisdubp of
the region in 1868 but to hislief, his huge vicariate was cut in half in 1871
when Utah was transferred to the San Franasdudiocese. Bishop
Machebeuf implored the sisters to halp with schools and hospitals in

. Central City,Georgetown and Denver, and they answéiedtall.

Three Sisters arrived at the end of 1976 inrhugous mining town of Central
City. With nosalaries and only what food and firewood peogheve them, the
Sisters of St. Joseph Garondelet persevered to establish Ce@ralt vy’ s St
Aloysius Academy and later St. Josdfispital in Georgetown in 1880.
Ultimately, they would found Catholic schools ahaspitals in Central City,
Georgetown, BreckenridgBurango, Leadville, and Ourain 1883, members
of the Sisters of St. Joseflarondelet arrived in Denver at midnight atier
freak snowstorm delayed their train trihey finally reached their beds
médtresses seain the floor of St. Patrick Churcharound 3a.m. The next
morning, women of the pariskportedly arrived to greet them and drop off
children for the —Sisters School .|

Sister Teresa Agnes was one of two
Sisters of St. Joseph who opened St.
Louis School in 1929. She became
Superior of the school and oversaw its
growth to more than 600 students. This
picture was taken in 1951, when the
student population numbered 550.

The Sisters of St. Joseph were teaching catechissh Louis parislwhen the
decisionwas made to open a school, and the orderasted to take on the new._
school. The first sistets teach at St. Louis were Sister Teresa Agnes and SiF
Mary BernardTogetherthey taughsome 90 pupilén four gradeghe first year. I
Ove the next45 years, moréhan 30 Sisteref St. Joseplwould teach at. '
Louis. The remarkablevomen ofSt. Joseph anather religious orders traveled =
the length anavidth of the new diocese, founding and administedhagritable
and educational organizansthat still impact our state and commurtivglay.

Two of the Sisters of St. Joseph appear
in this photograph from 1962.

Thanks to Colorado Catholicism and the Archdiocese of Denver 1857-1989 by
Thomas J. Noel for the information in this article.



The 1970’s Bring Changes to St. Louis Catholic School

1973 was a landmark year for St. Louis. Withdeparture of the Sisters of St. Joseph, there was considerable

concern over whether the school could contifdensignor Bernard Cullenwho had takewver St. Louis Parish at the

death of Monsigno®’ Her on, was det er mi rnthatdcontinbity, he enlistedwhe aid oflVirginlao e n
Vobejdawh o became St . Louis’™ first lay principal

Virginia is widely credited as being ooéthe mosi nf | uent i al forces of Schoolledloyui s’
lay faculty. The mother of five Stouis graduates, whose first son started at St. Lioui®49, she had served for

many years as a member of ®&ent Teacher Assodiat ( t he pr e de c elane & Bchaolfincludind ay ' s
president for two term&Vhen her youngest headed tfschool, Virginia decidegtaying home with the dog just
wasn't her style.

Prior to marryingand raising her familyshe had attended a teach ®llege in South Dakota anaught school. Now she
headed o CU Denver studentcaunselirgand¢ehphes the St. Louis lay staff @s3rd grade teacher for

two years before moving on td"§rade and later social studiescher fogrades 5 through8-We had such a
ay faculty atthe timeth8i st er s had to | eave, Il explains Virginia. -
werechildren here that we were so closetothatweu | dn’' t bear dosilgthésltdhwght jafstt hwe

| With the support of Monsignor Cullen, the parésid the
parents, the lay teachers stepped up tachiadenge.

Under Virginia \heycenfinde Sts | ¢
L o ui s-standiing traglition oAcademic excellence

and a faithbased educatioN.irginia would be followed

as principal by Fer@olebank, 19811983; Mary Ruehle,
19841992;and St . Loui s’ current
Hagen, whdook the reins in 1993.

This photograph from a 1970°s educational workshop
shows Monsignor Cullen in the back row, next to St.
Louis vice principal Ed Caruso. Principal Virginia
Vobejda is on the far left in the front row with Orlinda
Montoya directly to her right.

. L .
Fern Colebank- who began teaching in 1970 anduld Mrs. Mary Ruehle, standing to the left in this 1979-

spend her next 26 years at St. Louis, includirmief stint as 1980 7th grade class photo, would become

principal-- still remembershinking she would stay a few principal of St. Louis from’ 1984 to 1992.

years and then gor better money in the public school

system. Aftea | | , she expl adantsh o lsihce. wahsfnt’ eiwaseavvegne @uld leave suchmao , t

loving, caring situation. | lové going towork. We knew the kids. We caréal them above all. We had the suppafrthe
parents, and althoughdbunds like a cliché, we were one happy family. | still have a very proprietdigeling about
t hat place. I

Looking back over 75 yearg,hasbeen the teachers and principals, wilithir focus on a childentered educational
process, who have made Bbuis an outstanding experience far many youth. To them go otlvanks and heartfelt
appreciation foa job exceptionally well done!



From PTA to Home & School

The first classes had no sooner begun at the rewdSt. Louis Catholic School when the first paiteaicher
organization was formed. On Octoberl929, Mrs. Patricia Bald called the new organizatmarder.Over the followng
75 years, this affiliation of parenésd teachers would strengthen the school finanaaltyphysically. The ladies of the
PTA staffedthe early cafeteria, providing nickel lunches (freétase who could not pay), held health clinjggnned

and onducted field trips for the class@siersaw extracurricular activities and raised fuimighe school. Thanks to their
efforts, St. Louis was able to contintuétion free for many years. Even in the ed70s, after the Sisters of St. Joseph
left, tuition wasa modest $50 for #parish students.

25 years of PTA Presidents are shown in
this picture from 1956, including Mrs.
Patricia Bald, who headed the PTA in
1929. Front row, left to right, Mrs. Bald,
Mrs. Catherine Pytlinski, Mrs. Edith
Alexander, Monsignor O Heron, Mrs. Ann
Arend, Mrs. Edna Taylor, and Mrs.
Blossom Young. Back row, Mrs. lone
Michaud, Mrs. Dorothea Glenn, Mrs.
Harry Krumholz, Mrs. Alice Van
Swearingen, Mrs. Florence Roach, Mrs.
Sally Otto, Mrs.Eleanor Abbey, Mrs.
Lorraine Bach, Mrs. Lorrain Aymami and
Mrs. Esther Tillman.

During the 1960s, a disagreement with the NatiGaaent
TeachergAssociation led to a new name tbe St. Louis
organization which continues todayHome & SchoolBake
sales, food showers for the Sisters of St. Josamhpf course,
the Jamboree, were annual activifiesn the early days of the
school. Newspapalippings report the PTA helping to pay to
blacktopthe school playground and purchasing new record
players and records for all the school rooms. feenbers also
contributed encyclopedias, paid foew carpeting and
refurbishing of the school ovéne yearsaind much, much more. [§
That tradition of financial support for the school contintoeiay.
The fund raising efforts of Home &chool—which include the
annual Jamboree, candy sales, family donations, Sports Boo: ; :
the BookFair, garage sale and other spéeictivities, contribute 1955 installation of new PTA officers. From left to right,
more than $20,000 to St. Louis each y&is is funding beyond  mrs. Walter Knodel, Correspondence Secretary; Mrs.

that provided by bingayhich accounts for another $30,000 Harry Krumholz,Recording Secretary; Mrs. William
annually.In the summer of 2004 and again in the fall of 2010, Potter, 1st Vice President; Mrs. Horace Crowfoot,
Home & Schoomadeamajor contributiont®t . Loui s President; Mrs. Gerald Pool, 2" Vice President;
technology assetsith the purchasef newcomputer equipment  Monsignor O’Heron, 3rd Vice President; Mrs. Richard
for the school. Sullivan, Historian and Mrs. Jack Younkin, Treasurer.

Equally important has been the involvement oftfoene & School members in supporting schadivities. When fewer
families had two workingparents, mothers were@gularsupplement to the teaching staffi benefit that was greatly
appreciatedvhen the averageass size was in excess of ffpils. Afterschool sports andther activities were possible
thanks to parental involvemeintyears past and todaynder te leadership ofthe T A, St . Loui S’ boy
Louis Gregorians, were'place winners of the CatholRarent Teacher League competitaond on television several
times.PTA members donated bookshelasswell as books to thibrary, contribute playgroundequipment and helped
supervise the safety patrhd the parish Boy and Girl Scout troops. In nreceent years, they helped install the new
playgroundo the south of the school and assisted Withrovements to the school facilities.



75 Years of Sports at St Louis Catholic School

At St. Louis Catholic School, sports have alwbgen considered part of the educational proeé&ssm promoting
teamwork to helping youth gaself-confidence from hitting a volleyball over thet to successfullgefending the home
goal.Knowing that your teammates are dependinganis an important part of developing a sensegponsibility and
community.In the late 1960s, when enrollment was ah&gght, St. Louis fielded teams in football, baselikletball

and volleyball. Altogether, th€atholic schools in the area had more thate@éns at the junior varsity levahd some

50+ varsity teams. Theophies on display today at teehool are just some of the ma8ty Louis students have won over
the pat 75 years.

Naturally, you can’t hava ¥ T ad e
pep squad. In 1975, the St. Loualseerleaders captured the N
City Championshipvhile the pep club was number one
among theCatholic schools in 1974nsurance costs started
skyrodeting in the 1970as the players kept getting bigger, "
the equipmentnore expensive and the injuries more serlous‘? .
In 1981, the Catholic footbakkague was disbandedid St. |4
Louis energiesurned to theourts.With the help of some by
great coaches,the.&toui s’ girl s vol
powerhousdor many years, recently dominating the varsity g
courts from1989through1993 andhagain in1995. Thgunior
varsityteam ledthe leagudrom 1992 ta2002.The boys
were part othe volleyballaction, as well, competing in an-all My
boysleague where both the Widgets andidr Varsity In 1972, the 6th grade football team won the Catholic
won City Championships. In 1992, the bdgst only one Schools City Championship, and went on to repeat the win
game all year. in 1974 — shown above — as 8th graders.

Even prior to the construction of ClineHdllbot h t he boys anc
basketbalteams were a competitive force. And the traditontinues today

with the20032004 boy3dNidgets team taking first place and the JuMarsity

boys capturing City Championshfi.mong t he school ' s gr
1960swas Scott Wedman, an NBA player from 1934.987. The Celtics won

two championships/hen Scott played ith the team (in 1984 aritb86) and

the 1986 Celtic team is known as afdhe top 10 NBA teams of all time.

Scott alsplayed with the Cleveland Cavaliers (198983) and the Kansas

City Kings (19741987).He is currently head coach of the Kansas &ityghts

of the ABA. Another St. Louis graduafEpm Tholen, is president of the

Knights!

St. Louis boys’ volleyball team in 1993-
1994. Ted Tholen was the coach.

ST LOUIS
TIGERS

Ted Tholen graduatddom St. Louis in 1975, and returnedlfi84as Athletic Director.With
the help of parents, Telhunchedthe St oui s Sports Boost e rpayed
a tremendous role in funding improvements t h e s cchHazildiés, tesanuaiforimd aad
equipmentWith Frank Stack bSt. Bernadette, Ted founded the Widget Basketball League
instructional league for& 4™ gradersWhat makes it all worthwhile, Temlways saidis that
memorable moment wherchild makeshis or her first basket or point, and their elyglst up
with the knowledge that they cando#tWh en t he smi | e g o enmdefar o

di fference. |l Sitting next to Ted

Ted Tholen was the Athletic Director at St. Louis Catholic School from 19885.He diedon in 1995 is Kaft'e,
June 16, 20050n November 20, 2005, the gymnasium in Cline Hall was dedicated to Ted f Schleufer, a glrls_:
his commitment to youth sports at St. Louis School and throughout Colorado. His family h¢ volleyball coach in
established a memorial fund in his name which is used to aisisints & schools who are 2004.
unable to pay athletic fees.




St. Louis Catholic School Through the Years

Prior to the founding of St. Louis parish, the clogestholic church was St. Frances de Sdtmsded in 1892 at 300 S.
Sherman St. In 1926, Stincert De Paul opened at University and Arizoaaenue. A new Catholic church would not
open inthe area until 1947 when Our Lady of Lourdes feamded at 200 S. Logan Street. With St. Louis as the primary
Catholic church andchool in Englewood and the soust communityenroliment boomed. In 1942, the parish included
an estimated 500 families. The school cauitly accommodate 220 students and was turanvay applicants. Parish
leaders decided it was tinbe step forward and establish a campaign to 66000 for a new school to be built at the
conclusioomf the Second Worl di nwWa'r4 4 TGItd be,dll tthhee —avp pca alr ywe n't
wageearning minor in the congregation to help out.

The new, entirely modern and fireproof buildiwvgs completed in 1949 at a cost of $172,080nong it s —out ¢
featuresl wer e a systampfirealarmoamirawentilatisystem.orhas fall, a record 84 first graders
signed upThanks to thefforts of theSisters of StJoseph, atrong parenteacher organizatioand staunclsupport from

the parishSt. Louis CatholicSchool hadperated since its founding without charging tuitiBapport for the school

came from a free wilbffering made regularly by all parishioners willitmghelp. The school continued tuitidree into
the1960s until increasing costs and the declining nurob8isters available to teach put too much pressuarde parish

to continue to absorb all cost its peak, 640 students from kindergarterough 8h grade filled St. Louis Catholic

Schoolto capacity.

ISE———————— T a First Communion celebrants in 1954.
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The growth of the Catholic community the southwest

metro area, however, waausing the formation of other
parishes and witthose parishes eventually camere
Catholicschools, lowering enroliment at St. Louis School.

Il n 1951, St . Mary’' s iTme Litt]l
following year Most Precious Blood wésunded, followed

by All Souls in 1954, and Notfeame in 1957. All three

would open Catholischools within the next few years.
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By the mid1960's, the U.S. Catholic school systerached an all
time high of 4.5 million elementaigchool pupils, with about 1
million studentgn Catholic high schools. Fodecades latetotal
elementary and secondary enrollment isr@iion. Although the
strong commitment bghurch and lay leaders alike to Catholic
educatiorremains constant, changing demographics hadea major
impact on enrollment. Many scho@senow in older urban areas :
without a nearbyCatholic youth population to support them. There i
also addedtrain onChurch resourceslultiple ministriesnow stretch
the limits ofstaff, fundsand space once marshaled almost exclusively m !
behindCatholicschools.

Catholic schools continue to be a gift to dheirch, a gift to the nation,
and a gift to the studem¢gho are able to attend them.

Knights of the Altar



